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2026 American Pima Grade Standards
Guide Box Review
and
Standards Matching

Wednesday, July 22, 2026
Visalia, CA Classing Office
9:00am

Please join us to review, comment, and approve the six guide boxes of the 2026 American Pima Grade
Standards. Once approved, the guide boxes will be used as the reference to match all the 2026 American
Pima Grade Standards. The guide box review and the standards matching will both take place the morn-

ing of July 22nd.

Industry participation is key to this process, and we hope you all can come and be a part of this im-

portant annual event.
For additional information please contact:

Ryan Phillips, Assistant Area Director  or
E-mail: ryan.phillips@usda.gov

Visalia Classing Office

7100 West Sunnyview Avenue

Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: (559) 651-3015

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

David Rowland, Director

E-mail: david.rowland@usda.gov
Standardization and Engineering Division
3275 Appling Road

Memphis, TN 38133

Phone: (901) 384-3030
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Trade Discussions in the Valley With Congressmen
Fong and Smith

The Association was invited to attend and speak at
two roundtable discussion with Congressman Vince
Fong (CA- 20'™) and Congressman Adrian Smith (NE-
3") Chairman of the House Ways and Means Sub-
committee on Trade. In the first meeting, which
was focused on trade, Association President/CEO
Roger A. Isom attended and spoke on behalf of the

Association and focused his comments on the im-
pact of not only tariffs, but the unfair cost of doing
business in California. Isom discussed the impact of
tariffs on almonds, walnuts and pistachios and hav-
ing lost market share to Chile on walnuts going into
India, and to Australia on almonds going into China.
Isom highlighted the fact that 100% of the cotton,
and more than 70% of tree nuts, grown in California
are exported so tariffs have a significant impact.
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funds, administered through the
Commission’s Water Storage In-
vestment Program (WSIP), were
made available from Proposition

1 (2014) and Proposition 4 (2024)
and are an investment in the public
benefits offered by the Sites Pro-

| ject. The projectis a 1.5 million
acre-foot off-stream surface stor-

8l age reservoir located in the Sacra-
| mento Valley west of the town of

i Maxwell. Once construction is com-
plete, the reservoir will provide the
following public benefits:

e Capture and store flood flows

Isom also pointed to the
significant input costs from
water, labor, energy and
environmental regulations
as creating a significantly
unfair playing field. He
highlighted an example of
having to purchase a new
Tier 4 engine powered
front end loader here for
$360,000, while our coun-
terparts in Australia can
still purchase a Tier 0 en-
gine powered loader for
only $60,000. Isom stated

“This is but one egregious example in the disparity in input from the Sacramento River to reduce potential flood dam-
costs between California and the rest of the country. Industry age in the Maxwell area.

attendees at the meeting included almonds, pistachios, table ¢ Provide new opportunities for recreation for an anticipated
grapes, potatoes, citrus, several county farm bureaus, the 187,000 visitors annually.

three major ports in California, railroad, and chemical compa- e Deliver water to wildlife refuges, including the Sacramento
nies. Inthe second roundtable, which had a broader focus, National Wildlife Refuge Complex, Upper Butte Basin Wild-
representing the Association were Assistant Vice President life Area, and San Luis National Wildlife Refuge.

Priscilla Rodriguez and Assistant Vice President of Technical ¢ Deliver up to 200,000-acre feet of captured water to create

Services Chris McGlothlin.
Rodriguez reinforced the im-
portance of international
trade to California agriculture
and discussed the need to
maintain and expand export
opportunities for the state's
cotton and tree nut industries.
Rodriguez also spoke directly
with Congressman Smith re-
garding the Buying American
Cotton Act and encouraged
his support of legislation that
would provide incentives for
the use of U.S.-grown cotton,
helping strengthen domestic
demand for American cotton
producers. McGlothlin spoke

a new water supply for use dur-
ing emergency-declared
droughts.

With this additional funding, the
Sites Project is eligible for a total
of $1.363 billion in WSIP funding.
To receive funding from the Com-
| mission, the project must first

| meet certain voter-mandated re-
quirements, including securing
financing, obtaining permits, com-
pleting environmental review, and
contracting with the State agen-
cies that are overseeing the ad-
ministration of the public benefits.
“The Sites Project proponents
have shown consistent progress in

on the finds of non-native making this reservoir come to frui-
pest species that could devastate the cotton industry in Califor- tion. We look forward to seeing them complete the statutory
nia, and encouraged federal agency readiness in the event requirements so they can come before us for final funding,”
those pests spread further. said Commission Chair Fern Steiner. “The California Water

Plan calls for a statewide goal of nine million acre-feet of addi-
State Increase Potential Funding for Sites Reservoir Project tional water, water conservation, or water storage capacity by
The California Water Commission committed $268.9 million in  2040. This project will go a long way toward meeting that
conditional supplemental funding to the Sites Reservoir Pro- goal.”

ject to offset inflation and for additional public benefits. These

WWW.ccgga.org



CDPR Proposes to Increase Penalties for Violations

The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) is pro-

posing changes to the state’s Enforcement Response Regula-

tions. According to DPR. the proposal would increase fines for
violations that could harm people’s health, hold repeat viola-
tors accountable, and support consistency in enforcement
across the state. These regulations address actions taken by

County Agricultural Commissioners (CACs) in their pesticide

use enforcement programs. DPR’ oversees and guides CACs

who conduct on-the-ground compliance, inspections, investi-
gations and enforcement actions across all 58 California coun-
ties. Key elements of the proposal include:

e Increasing fines for incidents impacting human
health. Changing how pesticide violations are categorized,
creating a higher category and associated fines for violations
that pose hazards to human health.

¢ Holding violators accountable. Adjusting penalty levels, in-
cluding changes to minimum civil penalties for the most seri-
ous violations and increasing penalties for repeat violators.
This includes required documentation and consideration of
compliance history when determining penalties.

e Supporting consistent enforcement statewide. Clarifying
definitions, timelines, and documentation requirements to
support consistent enforcement decisions across counties.
This also includes DPR oversight of CAC enforcement deci-
sion-making.

e Streamlining processes for enforcement coordina-
tion. ldentifying areas for timely CAC coordination with Dis-
trict Attorneys and other prosecuting authorities to ensure
that every available enforcement tool — including criminal
prosecution, where appropriate — is used effectively.

e Increasing transparency into DPR enforcement ac-
tions. Adding a DPR annual enforcement report describing
actions taken under the Department’s enforcement authori-

ty.

DPR is holding a 45-day public comment period through July
28, 2026, to collect input on the proposed regulations. Com-
ments can be submitted online through DPR’s public comment
portal, SmartComment(external link), or can be submitted via
email to dpr26002 @cdpr.ca.gov. DPR will hold three public
hearings during the comment period to receive verbal com-
ments. All hearings will be conducted virtually to ensure
statewide accessibility. The agenda and pre-hearing presenta-
tion will be posted on DPR’s Meetings and Events webpage in
advance of each hearing.

July 8, 2026
5:30 p.m. — Pre-hearing presentation

6:00 — 8:00 p.m. — Regulatory hearing and public comment

LT
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Register and join: Zoom (Virtual)(external link)

July 21, 2026

9:30 a.m. — Pre-hearing presentation

10:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m. — Regulatory hearing and public com-
ment

Register and join: Zoom (Virtual)(external link)

July 28, 2026

5:30 p.m. — Pre-hearing presentation

6:00 — 8:00 p.m. — Regulatory hearing and public comment
Register and join: Zoom (Virtual)(external link)

Association Meets with EPA Regional Administrator

Last month, the California Cotton Ginners and Growers As-
sociation (CCGGA) and the Western Tree Nut Association
(WTNA), along with the Nisei Farmers League and Fresno
County Farm Bureau, met with Mike Martucci, EPA Regional
Administrator for Region 2 and Interim Regional Adminis-
trator for Region IX. The day began with a meeting at the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District in Bakersfield,
and then a trip to Buttonwillow. The meeting included a tour
of the Cauzza Growers Farm & equipment yard and a
meeting with local growers in the Buttonwillow area. Topics
included air quality, pesticides and water. Also participating
in the meetings were Anita Lee, EPA Region IX Director of
the Air and Radiation Division, as well as Samir Sheikh and
Shiraz Gill with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District. Area growers included Association members Jake
and Luc Cauzza, with Cauzza Growers; Bryan Bone, with
Bone Farms, LLC; and Greg Actis, of the Elk Grove Farming
Co and CCGGA Chair Adriane Carbonel of Farmers Coop Gin.
The Association was represented by President/CEO Roger A.
Isom and Assistant Vice President of Technical Services
Christopher McGlothlin.

WWW.ccgga.org
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https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/meetings-and-events/
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eRgygVZRQ3qD36raxfAf5g?_x_zm_rtaid=DpVam_xYSGekMoOBCSmLlQ.1781815587836.afc9fe8927bdb855f3ac72584961db53&_x_zm_rhtaid=805#/registration
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Association Highlights Water and Trade Priorities During
Roundtable with USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins
Congressman David Valadao (CA-22) hosted U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Brooke Rollins for a roundtable discussion with
Central Valley agricultural leaders. The event focused on key
challenges facing agriculture and USDA’s recent expansion of
the Assistance for Specialty Crops Farmers (ASCF) program,
which will provide $1.625 billion in payments to eligible spe-
cialty crop producers to help offset rising costs and market
disruptions. Representing the Association at the roundtable
discussion was Assistant Vice President Priscilla Rodriguez. In
attendance were Board Members David Stanfield of Summer-
field Farms, Luc Cauzza of Cauzza Growers and Jonathan Hoff
of Monte Vista Farming.

During the discussion, Ms. Rodri-
guez highlighted growing con-
cerns surrounding water reliabil-
ity and SGMA implementation.
Studies estimate the San Joaquin
Valley could lose up to one mil-
lion acres of productive farm-
land, creating significant chal-
lenges for permanent crops such
as almonds, walnuts, and pista-
chios. The association stressed
the need for investments in wa-
ter storage, conveyance im-
provements, groundwater re-
charge projects, and improved
Delta operations to support long
-term agricultural sustainability.

The Association also emphasized the importance of interna-
tional trade to California’s tree nut industry. California produc-
es the vast majority of the nation’s almonds, walnuts, and pis-
tachios, with approximately 70 percent exported worldwide.
WTNA expressed concern that tariffs and non-tariff barriers
are creating opportunities for competitors such as Chile, Aus-
tralia, and Iran to gain market share in key export markets and
encouraged USDA to continue prioritizing specialty crop ex-
ports and market access.

WTNA thanked Secretary Rollins and Congressman Valadao for
the opportunity to discuss these critical issues and emphasized
the importance of continued federal support for California ag-
riculture.

Associations Submit Comments on Proposed Workplace Vio-
lence Regulation

The Association submitted comments to Cal/OSHA on the
March 2026 draft of the proposed Workplace Violence Preven-
tion in General Industry regulation. While the Association
acknowledged several improvements made by Cal/OSHA, in-
cluding clarification of supervisor reporting requirements and
the removal of certain overly broad provisions, the letter iden-
tified several remaining concerns that could significantly im-
pact agricultural employers. The Association also raised con-
cerns regarding employer-provided transportation, noting that
the proposal does not clearly define the extent of an employ-
er's responsibility for workplace violence hazards that may
occur while employees
are traveling on public
roadways. The comment
letter requests clarifica-
tion on employer expec-
tations for hazard assess-
ments, liability, and inci-
dents involving members
of the public that occur
outside the employer's
direct control.

Additional comments
focused on the continued
| inclusion of "appropriate
staffing levels" as a re-
quired workplace vio-
lence control, concerns
that staffing decisions
could become the basis
for Cal/OSHA citations despite being driven by operational and
seasonal demands, and the expanded employee access to
workplace violence investigation records, which could unin-
tentionally compromise witness confidentiality.

In concluding the letter, the Association emphasized that agri-
cultural processing facilities operate under unique conditions,
including seasonal workforces, rural locations, and around-the
-clock operations during harvest. The Associations urged Cal/

OSHA to provide greater flexibility and additional clarification

before adopting the final regulation to ensure the standard is

both practical and effective for the cotton and tree nut indus-

tries.





