
CCGGA Announces New Officers for its Board of Direc-
tors 
At its 2026 Annual meeting, 
the California Cotton Ginners 
and Growers Association 
(CCGGA) announced its new 
Chair of the Board of Direc-
tors, Adriane Carbonel, Gin 
Manager for Farmers Coop of 
Buttonwillow. Carbonel re-
places Gary Martin after com-
pleting his two-year term.  The 
Association also used the 
event to announce all of its 
officers, as follows: 
 

Chair – Adriane Carbonel 
1st Vice Chair – Jake Cauzza 

2nd Vice Chair – Wade Van Hooser 
Secretary/Treasurer – Wyatt McKean 

 
New Chair Carbonel thanked outgoing Chair Martin for 
his service and time spent at the helm of the board over 
the past two years.  Association President/CEO Roger A. 
Isom commented: We thank Gary for his tireless service. 
He not only attended numerous legislative fundraisers 
and many trips to Sacramento, he also served on the 
American Cotton Producers and was a delegate to the 
National Cotton Council, attending several events 
throughout the country each year during his service to 
the Association.  This industry owes Gary a debt of grati-
tude and much appreciation for all that he did during his 
time as our Chairman.”  
 
Another Successful Annual Meeting for CCGGA in in the 
Books! 
The California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association 
hosted its 2026 Annual Meeting at the International Agri 
Center in Tulare, California.  More than 100 participants 
attended the informative meeting with speakers covering 
a multitude of important issues.  The morning began with 
the financial report from the Association’s auditing firm 
Spafford and Landry.  Then the group broke into two 
sections: ginners and growers.  The ginners were provid-
ed with updates from the National Cotton Ginners Asso-
ciation and its activities by current NCGA Executive Vice 

President Harrison Ashley, the USDA ARS Southwest 
Cotton Ginning Laboratory and the 
research they are conducting by Re-
search Leader Dr. Derek Whitelock,  
Meanwhile the growers were briefed 
on the status of Cotton Jassid and 
Cotton Seed Bug by the National 
Cotton Council’s Chad Brewer.  Then 
researchers Dr. Maggie Ellis, with 
Fresno State, and Ian Grettenberger 
with UC Davis, provided updates on 
fusarium research and pesticide trials 
respectively. .  Then both groups 
came back together to receive an 
update on cotton classing update 
from Ryan Phillips with USDA AMS.  

Later the Association staff led by Assistant Vice President 
Priscilla Rodriguez, and Assistant Vice President of Tech-
nical Services Christopher McGlothlin provided an over-
view of the important issues the Association is tackling.  
During lunch a special congressional issues panel was 
held that was moderated by CCGGA President/CEO Roger 
A. Isom and included Robbie Minnich from the National 
Cotton Council, Buddy Allen, with the American Cotton 
Shippers Association, Emma Vogel with Congressman 
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Adam Gray’s office and Wes Andersen with Congressman David 
Valadao’s office.  At the meeting incoming Chairman Adriane Car-
bonel presented outgoing Chairman Gary Martin with a plaque and 
gavel recognizing him for his two years of tremendous service.  The 
meeting was also held in conjunction with the Annual Meetings for 
Supima and the Western Cotton Shippers Association.  The Associa-
tion recognizes their contribution to the success of the meeting and 
wishes to express their appreciation for the cooperation and collabo-
ration.   
 
Association Leadership Takes the Fight to Sacramento  
Last month, the Association leadership and staff from the California 
Cotton Ginners and Growers Association (CCGGA) and the Western 
Tree Nut Association (WTNA) spent two days in Sacramento address-
ing critical regulatory and legislative matters.  At the Capitol, the 
group met with Assemblyman Juan Alanis, Senator Shannon Grove, 
Assemblyman David Tangipa, Assemblywoman Alexandra Macedo, 
Assemblywoman Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, Assemblywoman Diane Pa-
pan, Assemblyman Juan Carrillo, Assemblywoman Heather Had-
wick, Assemblywoman Stephanie Nguyen, Assemblywoman Es-
meralda Soria, Senator Christopher Cabaldon, Senator Jerry McNer-
ney, Assemblywoman Rhodesia Ransom, Senator Susan Rubio As-
semblywoman Blanca Rubio, Assemblyman John Harabedian, and 
the staffs of Assemblywoman Lori Wilson, Speaker Robert Rivas, 
Senator Melissa Hurtado, and Assemblyman Heath Flora.  The group 
focused on opposing AB 1603 (Schulz) which would ban pesticides 
containing PFAS, AB 2447 (Bauer-Kahan) which would scrap the cur-
rent Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) for a state enforced 
program that would be grower specific with stricter regulations and 
higher fees, AB 1777 (Garcia) that give the state authority to establish 
a statewide Indirect Source Rule (ISR) that would indirectly mandate 
electric trucks at all warehouses including ag processing facilities in-
cluding cotton gins, nut hullers and processors, AB 2646 (Krell) a bill 
that would increase minimum wages for farmworkers, and incentive 
funding requests for ag burning alternatives and the FARMER tractor 
replacement program.  The group also met with the California De-
partment of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR), the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) and the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA).  With CDPR the group discussed sulfoxaflor, paraquat, 
plinazolin, new Endangered Species Act (ESA) requirements on labels, 
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and proposed regulations on anticoagulants and treated seeds, and 
sustainable pest management (SPM).  Representing CDPR was Direc-
tor Karen Morrison and Chief Deputy Director Leia Bailey.  The CARB 
meeting focused on proposed Tier 5 regulations and the NOX shortfall 
discussions.  Chief Deputy Director Christopher Gumpler and Chief 
of the Mobile Source Control Division Michelle Buffington repre-
sented CARB at this meeting.  Finally, the group met with CDFA Sec-
retary Karen Ross and discussed ag burn alternatives funding, rats, 
cottonseed bug, cotton jassid, and efforts to expand the navel or-
angeworm sterile insect technology program.  Representing the Asso-
ciation was Roger A. Isom, President/CEO; Priscilla Rodriguez, Assis-
tant Vice President; and Christopher McGlothlin, Assistant Vice 
President of Technical Services. 
 
CDPR Releases Revised Treated Seed Regulation 
The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has released 
revisions to a a proposed regulation to formally define pesticide-
treated seeds in the state, specify conditions under which those 
seeds are exempt from pesticide registration requirements, and re-
quire reporting on the use of pesticide-treated seeds in California. 
The proposed regulation would require DPR to review and register 
the pesticides used to treat the seeds, but the treated seeds them-
selves would not need to be registered as separate pesticide prod-
ucts. The proposal would require monthly reporting of pesticide-
treated seeds planted in California, including the type and quantity of 
seed planted and the pesticide products used to treat the seed. The 
revised version is less cumbersome compared to the original version 
which would have placed the same restrictions on seeds planted in 
the ground.  CDPR claims this regulation helps them.  “This proposal 
strengthens the state’s ability to ensure that pesticide treated seeds 
used in California have been evaluated for their potential impacts on 
people and the environment,” said Karen Morrison, Director of the 
Department of Pesticide Regulation. Unfortunately, this is yet anoth-
er case of the state bowing to the unjustified pressure of anti-
pesticide activists, and placing the agricultural industry in California at 
yet an even greater disadvantage compared to other states and coun-
tries, as California will be the only state to have such requirements.  
Comments are due at the end of June, and the Association will con-
tinue to oppose.   
 
Feds Increase Water Allocation by 5% 
The Bureau of Reclamation is increasing Central Valley Project 2026 
water supply allocations for south-of-Delta contractors following con-
tinued modest improvements in reservoir storage and spring runoff 
conditions across California’s water system.  This allocation update 
reflects improved operational flexibility and hydrologic conditions 
resulting from April storm activity, strong carryover storage, and co-
ordinated reservoir management efforts that allowed water manag-
ers to capture additional runoff while continuing to meet environ-
mental and flood control requirements.   Based on current hydrology 
and updated forecasts, Reclamation is announcing the following 
changes to CVP water supply allocations: 
South-of-Delta Contractors 

• Irrigation water service and repayment contractors south-of-Delta 
are increased from 20% to 25% of their contract total. 

• Municipal and Industrial water service and repayment contractors 
are increased from 70% to 75% of their historic use, or public 
health and safety needs, whichever is greater. 
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• Eastside Division contractors are increased from 0 to 49,000 acre-
feet.  

 
All other allocation amounts announced March 24 remain un-
changed.  “Careful coordination and improved spring runoff condi-
tions have strengthened overall system storage and allowed us to 
make additional water supplies available to south-of-Delta contrac-
tors,” said Acting Regional Director Adam Nickels. “While the Sierra 
snowpack has for the most part dissipated earlier than usual due to a 
warm spring, current reservoir storage and operational conditions 
support this incremental increase while maintaining prudent man-
agement of the CVP system.”  California’s major reservoirs remain at 
or above average storage levels for this time of year following coordi-
nated efforts to maximize capture of spring runoff. Recent precipita-
tion in April provided additional inflows into the system and reduced 
demands on stored water supplies. San Luis Reservoir and other key 
project facilities continue to benefit from these improved conditions.  
At the same time, Reclamation emphasized that hydrologic uncer-
tainty remains due to the rapid decline in Sierra Nevada snowpack. 
Statewide snowpack conditions have been well below average this 
year following an early seasonal peak and accelerated spring melt. 
Reclamation will continue to closely monitor conditions and adjust 
operations as necessary to maintain balanced management of water 
supply, environmental requirements, and reservoir storage heading 
into the summer months.  Association President/CEO Roger A. Isom 
responded to the news by stating: “ We are deeply disappointed by 
this announcement.  While there is no argument the snowpack is 
little to non-existent this year, reservoirs are at or above average.  
Furthermore, making this announcement on May 19th is too little, 
too late for this year.  Planting and crop decisions were made a long 
time ago.”  
 
Association hosts Critical Meeting with CARB 
As a follow-up to a critical meeting earlier this year, the Association 
hosted the California Air Resources Board (CARB), San Joaquin Val-
ley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) and several agricultural 
organizations to discuss CARB activities to address what is being 
called the “NOx shortfall”.  The NOx shortfall is the gap in emission 
reductions needed by CARB and the SJVAPCD due to CARB’s with-
drawal of needed waivers to mandate electric trucks and electric 
forklifts.  While the removal of the waivers is considered great news 
by industry, the Clean Air Act mandates and timelines are still in 
place, and the regulatory agencies must find other control measures 
to make up the NOx shortfall.  One of the measures being floated is a 

new California only mandate to create and implement a new “Tier 
5” emissions standard.  The Association and other groups immedi-
ately pushed back on a “California only” emission standard citing 
the added imbalance to an already very unfair economic disad-
vantage for California businesses.  In addition to the NOx shortfall 
discussions, additional discussions were held to discuss recent en-
hancements to the emissions inventory by CARB including updates 
to almond harvesting with low dust harvesters, conservation man-
agement plans, and updated crop calendars and commodity acre-
ages.  Attending the meeting were 10 representatives from CARB 
including Michelle Buffington, Chief of the Mobile Source Control 
Division, Matthew Lakin, Chief of the Air Quality Planning and 
Science Division; and Ariel Fideldy, Branch Chief for Air Quality 
Planning.  Five representatives from the SJVAPCD attended includ-
ing Sheraz Gill, Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer; Todd 
DeYoung, Director of Strategies and  Incentives; Tim Franquist, 
Director of Air Quality Planning and Jon Klassen, Director of Air 
Quality Science.  Representing the Association was Roger A. Isom, 
President/CEO; Priscilla Rodriguez, Assistant Vice President; and 
Christopher McGlothlin, Assistant Vice President of Technical Ser-
vices. 
 
Nitrogen Pollution Bill Held Up in Committee  
AB 2447 (Bauer-Kahan), otherwise referred to as the Nitrogen Pol-
lution Reduction Act, was held in suspense in the Assembly’s Ap-
propriations Committee today.  The bill would have eliminated the 
current reporting structure growers utilize with their respective 
water quality coalitions, additionally it would have required individ-
ual farm information be reported directly to the State Water Board 
(Water Board), given increased fee authority to the Water Board, as 
well as set restrictive caps on the amount of fertilizer growers could 
use per acre per year.  As expected, the proposed legislation was 
supported by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and 
pushed by a supportive author in Bay Area representative Assem-
blywoman Rebecca Bauer-Kahan (D-16).  The bill was opposed by a 
broad range of industries, and the Association highlighted our op-
position of the bill to the various legislators last week during the 
Association’s Lobby Days trip to Sacramento.  While the bill is not 
completely dead yet, this is a significant victory for the moment.  
Stay tuned for more updates. 
 
Federal EPA Rolls Back Tier 4 Truck Standards 
Last week, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rolled 
back Biden-era emission vehicle emissions standards for light and 
medium-duty automakers.  The proposal is providing manufactur-
ers a 2-year delay in technology implementation, and allows for 
automakers to continue to manufacture Tier 3 controlled equip-
ment.  The Agency estimates that this pause in regulatory require-
ments will save consumers $1.7 billion dollars in associated cost of 
new technology in vehicles.  In the press release, EPA highlights this 
rule as a failed attempt to push industry towards electric vehicles 
(EV’s) and the current “…low consumer appetite for EV’s”.  This is 
considered Phase 1 of EPA’s actions against the Tier 4 Vehicle 
Standards, with Phase 2 including further potential revisions to the 
rule including further implementation deadline adjustments, phase
-in schedules and testing procedure changes.  Stay tuned for more 
updates. 
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Follow Us: 

Thank you to our 2026 Annual Meeting Sponsors! 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
American Pima Seed (O&A Ent.) 

Phytogen/Corteva 
 

5 BALE SPONSOR 
Calcot Ltd. 

 

4 BALE SPONSORS 
Allenberg 

Jess Smith & Sons Cotton 
 

3 BALE SPONSORS 
Bayer Crop Science 

Crop Insurance Services by AMS 
Penny Newman Grain Co. 

Signode 
Syngenta 

TAMA USA 
 

2 BALE SPONSORS 
Allbright Cotton 

The Zenith 
 

1 BALE SPONSORS 
Agriculture Guaranty LLC 

American Cotton Shipper Association 
Langston Companies Inc. 

L.P. Brown Company 
Nutrien Ag Solution 
Ranchers Cotton Oil 

Robinson’s Sheet Metal 
Samuel Packaging 
Spafford & Landry 


