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Establishing Predetermined Individual Tare Weights: 
 

 Deputy weighmaster shall verify the zero-load balance condition of the scale prior to use. 

 Determine the weight of the vehicle, container or pallet prior to the time of delivery of a 
product. 

 Deputy weighmaster shall issue a “tare only” certificate for each vehicle, container or pallet 
for which a predetermined individual tare weight has been established. 

 Clearly mark the predetermined tare weight on both sides with the company name or code, 
and license number. The tare weight shall be identified in numbers and letters not less than 
three (3) inches (7.62 cm) in height. (See Figures 1, 2, and 3) 

 
Example of a “tare only” certificate issued for an empty truck 

 
 

Example of truck with markings for Predetermined Individual Tare 

 
Figure 1. 

 
 

Example of gondola with markings for Predetermined Individual Tare 

 
Figure 2. 
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Example of loaded duel trailers with markings for Predetermined Individual Tare 

 
Figure 3. 

 
The following conditions apply to the use of predetermined individual tare weights: 
 

Example of a Predetermined Individual Tare Weight Certificate 

 
(a) Predetermined individual tare weights may be used by a weighmaster unless a party having a 

legal or financial interest in the transaction notifies the weighmaster prior to the issuance of the 
certificate that a predetermined individual tare weight shall not be used; and 

 
(b) A weighmaster shall not use a predetermined individual tare weight which is not based on 

weighmaster records in his/her possession unless furnished with a copy of the “tare only” 
certificate which established the predetermined individual tare weight; and 

 
(c) A weighmaster shall not use a predetermined individual tare weight if for any reason it appears 

that the tare weight may be beyond the tolerance levels prescribed by California Code of 
Regulations (CCR), Title 4, Division 9, Article 6 Section 4450. 

 
Certificate Requirements: 
 
A predetermined individual vehicle, container or pallet tare weight may be used by a weighmaster 
to determine the net weight of a commodity, provided the following information appears on the 
certificate: 
 
(a) The fact that a predetermined individual tare weight is being used. This may be designated by 

the letters “P.T.”; and 
 

(b) The predetermined tare weight, company name or code, and license number or serial number 
of each vehicle, container and/or pallet. 
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Definition: 

 
A predetermined individual tare weight is the weight of a vehicle, container, or pallet determined by 
a weighmaster prior to the time of delivery of a product and is established and used in accordance 
with the regulations authorized by California Business and Professions Code (BPC) sections 
12027, 12723, and 12735. 
 
Responsibility: 
 
California BPC section 12722(a) states:  In accordance with this chapter and regulations adopted 
by the secretary, any weighmaster may use a tare weight for a vehicle, container or pallet that has 
been previously determined by a weighmaster. It is the responsibility of the party for whom the tare 
weight was established to maintain the tare weight within the variations prescribed by the 
secretary. 
 
The variations prescribed by the secretary are found in the CCR, Title 4, Division 9, Article 6 
Section 4450 and reads in part as follows: “…vehicles and containers for which predetermined 
individual tare weights…have been established shall be maintained as close as practicable to the 
established tare weight, but in no event shall such tare weights exceed the tolerance level of two-
tenths (0.2) pound or two percent (2%) of the established tare weight, whichever is greater.” 


